Emergency Access Policy - TEMPLATE
The personnel and equipment of Pierce County Fire Protection District No. XX, in response to emergency calls, are in many instances required to gain access to the scene of the emergency by traveling privately owned access routes. In many instances the access routes include privately constructed roadways, driveways, and bridges that have not been constructed or maintained in accordance with state and county standards.

While the Board of Commissioners of the District recognizes the responsibility to provide emergency services to all persons and properties within the District, it also recognizes its responsibility to use reasonable means to protect District personnel and equipment from unreasonable risks that could result in injury to persons or damage to property.

In order to provide reasonable protection to District personnel and equipment without impairing the District's ability to respond to the scene of emergencies in all parts of the District, it is a policy of the District to impose the following requirements and conditions, per Resolution XXXXXXXXX.
1. The District shall require that all privately owned bridges used for vehicular access to private property be inspected by a licensed structural engineer at least every five (5) years to determine the load carrying capacity of the bridge.  The maximum weight carrying capacity of the bridge as determined by the engineering inspection shall be conspicuously posted on or adjacent to the bridge.  The property owner shall furnish a copy of the engineering report to the District.

2. In the event any bridge shall not be inspected or posted as required above, or in the event the weight of District vehicles shall exceed the posted limit, the District emergency vehicles shall not be permitted to cross said bridge.

3. In the event that the District should discover any private roads, over which District vehicles would be required to travel during an emergency, that are deemed to be unsafe or unusable in the opinion of District personnel because of road grade, road width, unstable surface conditions, vehicle height limitations or other factors, the District vehicles shall not be permitted to travel on such roads.

4. The District personnel responding to an emergency shall use whatever resources available to provide the needed emergency services in the event the District is unable to travel to the emergency scene with the necessary and usual District vehicles.

5. In the event that District personnel shall become aware of any unsafe or un-posted bridge or unsafe private roadways, the District shall notify the reputed owner of all improved properties served by such bridge or roadway in writing of such fact as soon as is reasonable possible.
 (Roadway letter to be printed on District letterhead)        

Date

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Dear __________:

Your residence is located in Pierce County Fire District No. XX. The Fire District has become aware that the condition of the private roadway, which provides access to your property, prevents its use by the firefighting vehicles of the District. Due to height, weight, width, and turning radius requirements, the District cannot operate its apparatus on roads with steep grade, narrow roadbeds, unstable surface conditions, sharp turns, or overhanging and encroaching vegetation. 
We do not have small, lightweight, full-service equipment that can be used in the event of a fire emergency at your residence.  It is therefore necessary that we advise you that our department will be unable to respond to your location in the event of a fire or medical emergency until reconstruction, relocation, or clearing of the roadway renders it accessible for District equipment.

We regret that such action is necessary; however, we have no choice. These conditions place the District's personnel and equipment in jeopardy and our equipment can only be used on adequate roadways.

If you wish further information, please contact XXXXXXXXXXXXXX at 
XXXXXXXXXX.
Sincerely,

XXXXXXXXX, Fire Chief

(Bridges letter to be to be printed on District letterhead)        

Date

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Dear __________:

Your residence is located in Pierce County Fire District No. XX.  The District has become aware that the condition of the private bridge, which provides access to your property, prevents its use by the firefighting and medical vehicles of the District. For the Fire District to use your bridge in the future, we shall require the following.

· The bridge needs to be inspected by a licensed structural engineer at least every five (5) years to determine the load carrying capacity of the bridge.

· The maximum weight carrying capacity of the bridge as determined by the engineering inspection shall be conspicuously posted on or adjacent to the bridge.

· The property owner shall furnish a copy of the engineering report to the Fire District.

We do not have small, lightweight, full-service equipment that can be used in the event of a fire emergency at your residence.  It is therefore necessary that we advise you that our department will be unable to respond to your location in the event of a fire or medical emergency until the licensed engineering inspection, proper posting of the bridge weight carrying capacity and the Fire District receives the documentation as noted above.  
We regret that such action is necessary; however, we have no choice. These conditions place the District's personnel and equipment in jeopardy and our equipment can only be used on adequate bridges.

If you wish further information, please contact XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX at 
XXXXXXXXXXXX.
Sincerely,

XXXXXXXXX, Fire Chief
